COUNSELING AREA POLICIES REGARDING COMPREHENSIVE EXAMS

Pre-master’s students that are admitted to the counseling psychology doctoral program must pass the written master’s comprehensive exam prior to beginning their master’s internship.  The exam covers a range of scientific, ethical, and conceptual topics covered in the master’s level scientific and professional core.

Counseling psychology doctoral students who have completed their master’s work at USM and students admitted to the doctoral program with a master’s degree must pass the written doctoral comprehensive exam prior to the beginning of their pre-doctoral internship.  The exam is typically taken the week before the Fall semester of the second year of post-master’s coursework.  A description of the exam and the procedures associated with its administration follows.

Doctoral Comprehensive Examination

The doctoral comprehensive examination is administered once a year (typically at the end of the Spring semester) and is designed for students who have completed their first year of post-masters study.  The exam is administered over a two-day period and organized into four substantive sections: (1) THEORY, (2) RESEARCH DESIGN AND METHODS, (3) PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT AND PRACTICE, and (4) PROFESSIONAL, ETHICAL, AND MULTICULTURAL ISSUES.  Faculty are assigned in teams of two to particular sections and are responsible for submitting questions to the counseling psychology faculty member who is coordinating the administration of the examination for that year.  Two sections of the examination are administered each day of the exam period with each section scheduled for three hours.  The number of required questions students must answer per section of the exam may vary depending upon the faculty section team’s preferences.  For example, students may be instructed to answer one question, choose one of two questions, answer two questions, or choose two of three questions, etc.  All student responses are typewritten, number-coded for anonymity, and submitted to the respective section faculty for grading.  Mean faculty ratings (based on a 5-point scale, with 5 being the highest rating) are used to determine the student’s pass/fail status for each section (see Appendix A7 for a sample of the doctoral comprehensive exam evaluation form).  A minimum mean faculty rating of 3.0 is needed to pass each section.  As a result, there are three potential outcomes on the comprehensive examination:

PASS.  The student has achieved a mean rating of 3.00 or greater on all four sections of the exam.  The student has passed the complete exam and receives feedback on his/her performance.

PASS 3 OUT OF 4 SECTIONS.  In this instance, the student receives feedback on his/her performance and is directed to the faculty team responsible for the section the student did not pass.  A remediation plan is developed and a time frame for successful remediation is established.  Remediation plans may vary depending on the nature and severity of the student’s failure and the section faculty’s evaluation of the student’s deficiencies.  Research paper assignments, exam question re-writes, and /or oral examinations may be required by the section faculty.  Successful remediation of the section failure constitutes passing the comprehensive examination.  Unsuccessful remediation requires that the student re-take that portion of the comprehensive examination the following year.

FAILURE.  The student has not passed two or more sections of the exam.  Because this constitutes a failure of 50 % or greater of the exam, the student is referred to the specific teams for feedback and is required to re-take the entire comprehensive exam the following year. It is important to note that the Graduate School allows no more than one failure of the written comprehensive examination.  Two failures of the comprehensive examination will result in a recommendation from the counseling psychology program faculty that the student be terminated from the counseling psychology doctoral program.

Note: The comprehensive exam must be completed between the Spring and Summer terms of the first year of post-master’s study.  If you believe you have an extenuating circumstance that should result in your delaying this examination, you should submit a written request to the doctoral program Training Director no later than April 2nd.  The counseling area faculty will decide whether an extension may be granted.     
